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circling narration in the original BMrati Kath2 or in the early
mention of tales of heroes, who are also epic characters, the
time of this epic poetry may lie as far back as 700 B. C. or
1700 B.C. There are no further data to go upon than the facts
that a Bharata is mentioned in later Sutra, the latter part of
the Satapatha Brahinana mentions the "circling narration,"
and that the Akhyayana stories, some in regard to epic per-
sonages, told in prose and verse, go back to the early Vedic
period (vide "On the Early prose-poetic Akhyayana of the
Vedic and Brahmanic age," the essays of Von Bradke in
Z.D.M.G. xxxvi, pp. 474 ff. and of Oldenberg, ib. xxxvii. pp.
54 ff., and ib. xxxix, pp. 52 ff.). Ballad recitations and
Akhyayana are mentioned in early Buddhistic works, which
we may doubtfully assign, not as Professor Dr. Rhys Davids
does unhesitatingly, to the fifth century B. C We must be con-
tent with Weber's conservative summary : "The Mahabharata
Saga in its fundamental parts extends to the Brahmana period."
((Episches itn Vedischen Ritual/ p. 8; "Die Mahabharata
Sage reicht somit ihrer Grundlage nach in die Brahma periode
hinein").

If on the other hand, we mean the Epic as we now have it,
a truly synthetical view must determine the date and we shall
fix the time of the present Mahabharata as one when the sixty-
four kolas were known, when continuous iambic padas were
written, when the latest systems of Philosophy were recognised,
when the Trimurti was acknowledged, when there were one
hundred and one Yajur-Veda schools, when the Sun was call-
ed Mihira, when the Greek words had become familiar, and
the Greeks were known as wise-men, when the eighteen islands
were known, when the whole literature comprising grammars,
commentaries, Dharmasastras, Granthas, Pushtakas, written
Vedas and complete MSS. of the Mahabharata including the
Harivamqa was known. But this is a little too much, and even
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